WATER REPORT – June 19, 2018
All water right priorities are currently being filled for all reaches again as Milner Spill resumed on
Sunday and is expected to continue spilling for the remainder of the week. Priorities were initially cut last
week when diversions were increasing, natural flow was decreasing, and Milner Spill was apparently coming
to an end. However, large amounts of rain over the weekend and early this week (some areas exceeding two
inches) have triggered decreases in diversions and increases in natural flow, resulting in Milner Spill
resuming after it had been shut off for a day and a half and restoring all water rights with the sudden influx of
inflows.
Jackson and Palisades Reservoirs are the only two reservoirs in the system that currently aren’t full
and can store additional inflow. Releases from Jackson Dam have remained steady at 3,100 cfs over the past
five days but are forecasted to increase to approximately 5,000 cfs as the reservoir approaches the full mark
near the end of this week. Releases from Palisades Dam have increased from 17,000 cfs last week to the
current 22,500 cfs. Palisades Reservoir is also expected to reach the full mark near the end of this week.
Island Park releases have increased from 700 cfs to 1,400 cfs, American Falls releases have increased from
12,000 cfs to 19,000 cfs, Lake Walcott releases have increased from 9,000 cfs to 16,400 cfs, and Milner
releases have increased from zero to 6,000 cfs over the past three days as the effects of the rain work their
way through the system.
Drier weather is forecasted for the end of this week and for next week when river discharges and
reservoir releases are likely to begin subsiding. Storage allocations will be issued to spaceholders after:
1) Milner Spill ceases for the final time this year; 2) the reservoir system reaches its maximum content; and
3) the reservoir system content begins to drop below the full mark near the end of June or in early July.
An announcement was made last week that the Committee of Nine approved a Supplemental Pool
for up to 40,000 AF of storage to be leased to Idaho Power for power generation purposes below Milner Dam
for this season. The Supplemental Pool is supplied by willing spaceholders who want to make available a
specified portion of their upcoming 2018 storage allocation to be used below Milner Dam. To assign a
specified amount of storage allocation to be made available to the Supplemental Pool for this year,
spaceholders must complete a Rental Pool Lease Contract and return it to Water District #1 so it is received
in the water district office before 5:00 PM, June 21, 2018. Spaceholders who do not submit a completed
Rental Pool Lease Contract prior to the deadline will not have any of their storage allocation reduced and
made available to the Supplemental Pool.
Suppliers to the Supplemental Pool will be paid $30.18 per acre-foot of their storage used from the
Supplemental Pool below Milner. Storage supplied through the Supplemental Pool shall become last-to-fill
space in 2019 for the spaceholder. If the reservoir system doesn’t completely fill in 2019, it will remain in
last-to-fill space for subsequent years until the reservoir system fills. Any storage supplied by the
spaceholder to the Supplemental Pool not used below Milner will be returned to the spaceholder to use above
Milner this year without any last-to-fill obligation for the future year(s).
Mitigation Inc. has requested from the Committee of Nine that the first 15,000 AF of Supplemental
Pool storage used below Milner will be supplied by Mitigation Inc. ahead of all other spaceholders. The
remaining 25,000 AF shall be supplied by all spaceholders submitting a Rental Pool Lease Contract.
Spaceholders agreeing to supply storage to the Supplemental Pool must check “Yes” or “No” on the Rental
Pool Lease Contract as to whether or not they agree to Mitigation Inc.’s request that Mitigation Inc. will
supply the first 15,000 AF of storage used by the Supplemental Pool ahead of all other suppliers. Water
District #1 will report the amounts made available to the Supplemental Pool and the amounts of each
spaceholder storage that will be used by the Supplemental Pool after the June 21st deadline has passed.

